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What is being said about FORTY THORNS  by Judy Light Ayyildiz:

 “American Lee marries Turkish Nuri and gains a whole Turkish family. Lyrical and full of wonder alternating with aggravation, Forty Thorns is Lee’s tempestuous love affair with Turkey in the telling of her mother-in-law Adalet’s life. From runaway marriage through desertion, revolution, and old age, Adalet is a woman of strength, grace, and considerable power, a permanent influence on the stranger who becomes her daughter, and the heart of this beautiful novel.”

--Amanda Cockrell

Managing editor of The Hollins Critic

Director of the graduate programs in Children's Literature

Author of What We Keep Is Not Always What Will Stay; Pomegranate Seed; and The Horse Catchers trilogy.

 "Ayyildiz's language continually surprises us with its music, and her eye has a long range. Her lyricism of is so unforced, it feels like someone wise is finally talking to us, human-to-human."

--A. E. Stringer, Writing and Literature Professor of English, Marshall University, author of Human Costume and Channel Markers.

 “Ms. Ayyildiz does it again.  Her new book, Forty Thorns, is a lovingly written biography of her mother-in-law Lady Adalet.  Forty Thorns is also a lesson in history of a region as well as endurance.   Set during the turbulent times of WWI in the Balkans and the War of Independence in Turkey, it takes the reader on a whirlwind journey.   She pieces together the collective history of her mother-in-law and her relatives, intermingled with customs that are so different than her own.  A much needed book that will familiarize the reader with history and customs of the region as well as love and respect in families of different backgrounds.” 

--Sema Karaoglu , Founder, Daughters of Ataturk

Forty Thorns: “I was so taken by reading: An American wife and her Turkish husband come back from the United States to Istanbul, after many years, to bury and pay their last tribute to the man’s mother, Adalet, and to remember  the story of her eventful, rich, tragic, and inspiring life – life, lived to the fullest, against the grand setting of war-torn Turkey of the twentieth century, and marked fatally by the decisive moments of the country’s modern history. Adalet’s life connects exemplarily the public and private spheres of human existence, and the strength, generosity, and liberality of her spirit provide for her loved and loving American daughter-in-law a cherished and unlimited source of motivation, encouragement, and muse. It is a strong text indeed.“

--Klara Kolinska, Ph.D. Anglophone Studies, Metropolitan University, Prague, Anglophone Literatures and Cultures, Charles University, Prague. Studies in Literature and Culture. Charles University, Prague, Shakespeare and His Collaborators Over the Centuries. Cambridge Scholars Publishing

Forty Thorns 
“Judy's inspired vision comes from many experiences she has accumulated over her lifetime as a child, a mother, a wife and a writer. From the hills of West Virginia to shores of Turkey, Judy weaves her poetry and fiction in a rich tapestry of words that will haunt your soul. Her ability to convey these impressions into her work is quite remarkable and memorable indeed. She is a true artist, poet and writer of the highest degree.„

--Jeri Rogers, Fine Art Photography, Founder Artemis, Artists and Writers from the Blue Ridge

	


“Forty Thorns is such a sensitive novel, written with compassion and tenderness. I was touched by Adalet's story. It reflects the predicament of all first-generation Turkish-Americans (and those that they've left behind in the Old Country) very well. We need fiction like this to remind us who we are, how we're all connected through invisible fibers of fate, and that in the last analysis, we're not alone. As long as we have a narrator, the kind of voice that Ayyildiz brings to life with such lyrical detail, things will be all right.”

 
--Ugur Akinci, Ph.D.

.TechnicalCommunicationCenter.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.twitter.com/technicalwriter" \t "_blank" 


“Forty Thorns is a sensual feast, bright, colorful, and exotic. Based on the life of Judy Light Ayyildiz’ beloved Turkish mother in law, Adalet shines forth as a heroine for all times, and all women.”

--Katie Letcher Lyle, author of Friends in High Places and 20 other books.

“Judy Light Ayyildiz has created an unforgettable portrait of a feisty, patient, and tenacious heroine that evokes the indomitable spirit of Turkish women—even under oppression.  It takes us into the heart of the Republic Era invoking sepia images of Turkey’s past.”

--Alev Lytle Croutier—the author of Harem: the World Behind the Veil and Seven Houses
“A novel of astounding scope and mesmerizing nature, Forty Thorns depicts the story of the new Turkish society and spirit through the conscience-ridden persona of Adalet. Wry and imaginative Judy Light Ayyildiz displays a rare balance of cultural symbolism and historical accuracy as she journeys into the life her heroine, whose rhapsodic adventure embodies a broader transformation that takes place in Turkey.  Few can match the candor and humor Ayyildiz encapsulates in her Forty Thorns, where the English-speaking audience will find a woman’s voice from the East – poetic and just, full of yearning and life.” 

--Günseli Sönmez İşçi, Prof. Dr.

Dean, Faculty of Science and Letters

Yeni Yüzyıl University, Istanbul-Turkey

“Kirk Diken bir milletin tarihini bir kadinin gozuyle  iki seviyeden anlatan bir kitap. Tarihi acidan 1900'larin basinda Osmanli Imparatorlugunun sona erip, yeni Turk Cumhuriyetinin kurulusunu hazirlayan muazzam olaylar anlatiliyor. Sahsi acidan bir kadinin cok sevdigi fakat guc ve maceraci kocasi ile cektigi guclukler siralaniyor. Romanin kahramani Adalet'in  yavas yavas hayatini kendi kontrolune alirken, paralel olarak yeni Turkiye Cumhuriyetinde de Ataturkun reformlariyla kadinlar haklarini buluyorlar,kuvvetleniyorlar.  Kitapta zamanin orf ve adetleri etrafli bir sekilde anlatiliyor. Olaganustu tarihi olaylar, harpler, olumler, acilar, sonra sulh ve Turkiye Cumhuriyetinin kurulusu, Adaletin kendi hayatindaki sahsi olaylarla cok yakin bir tarzda icice geciyor. Bu da kitaba kisisel bir sicaklik ve yumusaklik katiyor.”

--Oya Bain 
Turk Amerikan Dernekleri Assamblesi
Mutevelli Heyeti Uyesi

“Forty Thorns is a fascinating account from a woman's point of view.of a nation's history at two levels. From a national level, it describes  the momentous changes in Turkey's history in the early 1900s as the Ottoman Empire is ending and the new Turkish Republic is being born out of its ashes. At the personal level, it is a woman's ordeal in her private life dealing with love and suffering at the hands a restless and straying husband. There is a parallel as Adalet gradually takes control of her fate and Turkish women gain their rights through the reforms of the new Republic established by Kemal Ataturk. The mores and customs of the times are described in meticulous detail. The book describes the flow of the events in the same breathless fashion as they occurred during those extraordinary times: Many wars, death, suffering, exile and then peace followed by reforms and the birth of modern Turkey. These measures are intertwined closely with the many occurrences in Adalet's life, which gives the book a very personal and warm touch.” 

--Oya Bain
Trustee, Assembly of Turkish American Associations

